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Phinizy Swamp Nature Park
1858 Lock & Dam Road
Augusta, GA 30906

Acaéémg Notes

February 2012

From President/CEO Bob Young

Since joining the Academy leadership last fall, I have

come to know a talented staff, dedicated board, vibrant

membership and enthusiastic volunteers. All of these

elements have made and continue to make the

Southeastern Natural Science Academy a good

investment for our region. Simply put, no individual

or organization is doing the work we do day in and

day out to develop the science that decision-makers

need to chart a sustainable future for the Savannah

River. The underlying science is critical, because these

decisions impact the local economy and jobs.

Sharing our story and work with leaders in our local

community, regulators in Atlanta and policy-makers in Washington, DC has
been particularly rewarding. Putting our research into the hands of local
business and utilities leads to decisions that directly relate to their
profitability. Meeting with potential business partners gives the Academy
the opportunity to spread our influence far beyond metropolitan Augusta.
It's clear that as we grow our reach, we will grow our resources. I'm finding

this is an exciting time to be associated with the Academy. I hope you are,
too!

From Chairman of the Board, Dr. Michael Ash

The past few months have seen great change and great progress at
Southeastern Natural Sciences Academy. We are truly
grateful for the contributions that past President and
CEO Susan Nicholson, who left the Academy last
autumn, and we are excited at the arrival of new
President and CEO Bob Young. Mr. Young joined the
Academy on November 1 after a career of journalism
and public service, including serving as mayor of
Augusta and in the George W. Bush administration.
We also would like to recognize the service of longtime
Phinizy Swamp Nature Park John and Linda

Swindell. John passed away last year, and Linda is
retiring from park duties in February.

The future is bright for SNSA. With the work and
commitment of the staff and Board, things are only
looking better.

naturalsciencesacademy.org



Research Update

Academy researchers collaborate with Augusta Richmond County
and ASU on fecal coliform research, education, and outreach program

Contamination of fecal material in streams and rivers can cause significant public health
issues. One way that such contamination is monitored is by measuring the amount of
fecal coliform bacteria in the water. Fecal coliform bacteria are a group of bacteria that
are found in the gut of warm blooded animals. While coliform bacteria are typically not
a health threat, they are used as indicators for those organisms associated with feces that
are harmful to human and aquatic ecosystem health. Some agricultural practices can
contribute to fecal contamination but in an urban setting, the prevailing thoughts on
sources of elevated concentrations of fecal coliform bacteria in streams are: failing septic
systems, pet waste, storm drainage system malfunction, and wildlife.

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division has determined that a two mile segment
of Rocky Creek (from Hwy 56 to New Savannah Rd) and a three mile segment of Butler
Creek (from the confluence of Phinizy Ditch to the Savannah River) are impaired by
levels of fecal coliform bacteria that are above the state standard for their designated use
(fishable). While both segments of Rocky and Butler Creeks are impaired, it does not
always mean that pet waste, leaky septic systems, and poor storm drainage are the cause.
As new land is developed throughout a watershed, wildlife can often be concentrated
along stream corridors because those corridors remain untouched as a result of
regulations protecting stream buffers. There is also increasing evidence that fecal
coliform bacteria can survive

within the sediment, plants, and

periphyton of aquatic habitats.

If that is the case, then

movement of sediment, plant

material, and periphyton after a

rain event could confound the

understanding of where the fecal

coliform bacteria are coming

from.

For the next three years, the

Academy and Awugusta-

Richmond County’s Engineering Department (AED) will collaborate on a program that
will provide research, education, and outreach on the topic of fecal coliform in streams
with emphasis on Rocky and Butler Creeks. This program will be funded through
Georgia Environmental Protection Division’s 319(h) grant program with matching funds
from AED.

The education portion of the grant activities will include the development of an
education and outreach program targeting those within the Butler and Rocky Creek

watersheds and the general public on the topic of fecal pollution prevention. Educational
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information for that program will be
disseminated within our K-College
educational programs at the Academy, at
the Academy’s Earth Day events,
outreach events, and other targeted
activities. As part of this grant, we are
particularly interested in developing an
annual water survey for the Augusta area.
We will collaborate with Dr. Sandy
Reinke at Augusta State in an effort to
create the survey. The goal is to develop
an understanding of the attitudes,
perceptions, and behaviors of water
quality and water quantity issues that
impact not only the CSRA but the state of
Georgia as well.

The research portion of the grant will include more sampling and analysis within each
creek as well as other activities that will help define the sources of contamination. Some
of the research questions that we would like to explore have to do with the numbers of
fecal coliform bacteria associated with the sediment, plants, and periphyton within the
creeks and are excited about our collaboration with Dr. Chris Bates at ASU on this topic.
We are also particularly interested in developing a sampling scheme that will allow us to
sample the same packet of water as the packet flows downstream. This method is of
utmost importance in determining sources of bacteria to the creeks and will be employed
during rain and non-rain sampling events.

2012 5wam]:> Soiree

Preparations are underway for the 14th
annual Swamp Soiree, which will be
Thursday, June 14, 2012.

Dye’s Southern Catering will cater the
event, and the Carl Purdy Bluegrass
Band will provide entertainment.

Sponsorship information is available on
the Academy website at
naturalsciencesacademy.org or by
calling 706-828-2109,

naturalsciencesacademy.org



Education Update

Georgia Master Naturalist: The Academy’s Education Department in partnership with ESG
Operations and Augusta Utilities announces the CSRA’s first Georgia Master Naturalist Program.
The Georgia Master Naturalist Program, developed by the Warnell School of Forestry & Natural
Resources and The University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service, is an adult environmental
education program that explores habitats and ecosystems in Georgia and human impacts on these
environments. The program includes a combination of lectures and outside hands-on learning
through field trips to local habitats such as swamps, ponds, rivers, wetlands, forest, and urban
landscapes. This program is especially geared to people wishing to be more informed about habitats,
natural resources and the natural environments of our state. To be a naturalist is a life long goal
where learning never stops.

The Academy’s program begins on March 15 and will run for 10 consecutive weeks on Thursday
(skipping April 5). The first meeting March 15 and last May 24 will include a 3 hour late afternoon
introduction and wrap up. The eight Thursdays in-between will consist of 6 hour field trips
including a wetland ecology field trip at Phinizy Swamp Nature Park, a forest ecology field trip at
Silver Bluff Audubon Sanctuary, a field trip on succession at The Nature Conservancy’s Heggie’s
Rock, a river ecology field trip at both Thurmond Lake and The Augusta Canal, a field ornithology
field trip at Phinizy Swamp Nature Park, a stream ecology field trip, and a look at the Urban
Watershed with tours of Augusta’s Messerly Wastewater Treatment Facility & Hick’s Drinking
Water Facility.

The cost of the program is $260 for Academy members and $300 for nonmembers. This cost includes
certification fees and all program materials.

“Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will endure as long as
life lasts” — Rachel Carson

Come be apart of this exciting program!

naturalsciencesacademy.org



Senior Projects: Academy Education Department has been working with two students
interested in completing their senior project at Phinizy Swamp Nature Park. These students
have expressed an interest in both the field of science and our natural resources.

Meet the Students:

Sara Joiner, a senior at Greenbrier High School, is a new comer to the Augusta area. In her
home state of Arizona she led local nature hikes to introduce people to the native flora and
fauna. Moving to Georgia, she discovered all new habitats and in an effort to learn more
about the new ecosystems and combine her senior project, she came to us to see where she
could volunteer. She has become one of our newest Swamp Saturday Leaders, joined our
Adopt-A-Stream team - the Creek Freaks, participated in our October River’s Alive
Cleanup, and is creating several species profiles for our visitor center. She heads to UGA
next year to continue her advanced studies in Biology!

Mickey Exum, a senior at Grovetown High
School, approached the Academy in
December looking for a mentor for a senior
project on herpetology. Aaliyah Green made
the perfect fit and she started him right away
with a turtle habitat comparison study. They
set up study plots in both the natural
wetlands and constructed wetlands of
Phinizy Swamp Nature Park. A habitat
assessment was performed collecting data on
plants, shade cover, basking locations,
presence of prey species, soil & nesting
habitat, and water quality parameters
including dissolved oxygen, pH, turbidity,
and conductivity. Hoop nets were set in
each habitat and species, sex, age class, and
straight carapace length was recorded for
each turtle captured. Mickey plans to study
marine biology as he heads to college next
year.

Phinizy Swamp Navy Workday: On December 10, 18 Navy volunteers with the CID
Detachment at Fort Gordon descended upon the Swamp to help with a much needed clean
up of the Rain Garden Boardwalk. Over the spring and summer the boardwalk had become
overgrown with briars, vines, and other vegetation to the point where it was close to
impassable. This group with the help of Jason Moak from Research and Ruth Mead from
Education made great improvements to invite visitors back to the boardwalk. Over 10
pickup loads of baccharis were removed! Thank you to the Navy and this team who plans
to donate two workdays a year to the Swamp!

naturalsciencesacademy.org



Membership

The Academy is careful to list donations so they reflect which area of support gifts were intended. This list includes donations specified as membership.
(New and renewed 1/1/2011 through 1/1/2012.)

Mrs. Jacquelyn M. Blanchard
Bob and Gwen Young

Shell & Reab Berry Jr.
Mark and Julie Reeves

Clay Boardman III

Mr. and Mrs. Claude H. Booker Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Denny Burau
Albert Cheatham

Dr. & Mrs. H. Ray Finney

Ms. Pat S. Hall

Jeanie and Richard Allen

Mrs. Louis L. Battey

Mr.& Mrs. William L. Bennett Jr.
Mrs. Russell A. Blanchard

Mr. Alonzo Boardman Jr.

Bill and Jane Cashin

Brian and Jo-Ellen Catto

Ray and Jean Chadwick

Bill and Marian Clark

Dr. & Mrs. Robert T. Cutting
Ann and Nesbit Dasher, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Douglass, Jr.
Marion and Gayle Durst

Mr. & Mrs. Harold M. Boardman, Jr.
George and Crystal Eskola

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Anderson

Jim C. Anderson and Kelly Odell

Ms. Cynthia Aulbach and Mr. Robert
Swisher

Billy and Julie Badger

Bill and Mary Barnard

George and Diane Barrett

Anne and Dennis Bell

Doris and Horace Blalock

Hester S. Bliven

Dudley and Madeline Bowen, Jr.
Mrs. Mary Jane Breckenridge

Maxcy and Carter Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Mark S. Burgreen

Lee Ann Caldwell and Richard Swann
Charles and Lou Cheek

Drs. Michael and Jackie Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Corbin

Jenny Addie

Ms. Anita Aguirre

Mr. Sam Booher

Matt Campanaro

Mrs. Margaret S. Capers
Louise Keith Claussen
Mr. Harris Clay

Mr. D. Hugh Connolly
Mrs. Jeanette Cummings
SGM (RET) Esau Dinkins
Jacqueline Dulworth
Betty Frank

RIVER SOCIETY $2,500
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Kirby

CYPRESS SOCIETY $1,000

Mr. and Mrs. Wyck A. Knox, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Barry L. Storey

OTTER ASSOCIATE $500

Mrs. Ann Boardman

Catherine B. Boardman

BOBCAT BOOSTER $250

Dr. Robert S. Hill

Mal and Lisa Lawrence

Richard and Ruth Mead

Dr. & Mrs. Tracy W. Middlebrooks Jr.
Oscar Flite and Carolyn Anderson-
Flite

Sam and Susan Nicholson
Minta and Cobbs Nixon
Mark and Julie Reeves

Mr.& Mrs. Jay M. Sawilowsky
Harry and Ann Sherman

L.H. and Sarah T. Simkins

ACADEMY SUPPORTER $100

Mrs. Jane Eubanks

Pamela Fall

Lyle Glascock

Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Goodwin
Dr. & Mrs. Michael L. Hawkins
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Kitchens
Ms. Mary F. Lee

Ronald and Barbara Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Lewis

Dr. & Mrs. Michael S. Macfee
Dr. & Mrs. Michael S. Macfee
Dick and Anne Manning

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Markwalter

Mr. & Mrs. Bowdre Phinizy Mays, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. J. William McCord
Barbara B. McCutcheon

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Mills
Dorothy and Russell Moores

Dr. & Mrs. William H. Moretz Jr.
Roderick Lee and Katherine Mason
Bob and Dot Neugebauer

Toni C. Peacock

Coles H. Phinizy Jr.

R. W. Schilling, Jr.

Edouard and Cheryl Servy

Mrs. Samuel H. Sibley

CONTRIBUTOR $75

John and Penny Hudson
Mrs. Naomi S. Monge

Jane and Ted Weatherred

Mr.& Mrs. H. M. Osteen Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald L. Thigpen
William and Lauren Wabbersen
Dr. & Mrs. Roy Witherington

Barbara Stenstrom

Al and Gloria Stocks

Dr.& Mrs. David R. Thomas IIT
Dr.& Mrs. T. Barrett Trotter
William H. Tucker and Sandra Ether-
ington Tucker

Jeanne and Stephen Upchurch
Mr.& Mrs. Maxwell Vallotton
Doug and Alice Walker

Susan Wood

Betty and Charles Wray

Dr. and Mrs. H. Victor Moore
Dr. & Mrs. William A. Speir, Jr.

FAMILY $50

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Crumrine
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Czura
George and Beth Dale

Mr. & Mrs. T. Richard Daniel
Mrs. William A. Dolan Jr.
Andrew and Ruth Forbes

Dr. & Mrs. Murray Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Garren
Jack and Patty Ginsburg
Patrick and Elizabeth Glover
Dr. and Mrs. H. North Goodwin
Aaliyah Green

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin D. Groover
Mr.& Mrs. John R. Harlan
Mary Jane Harrison

William & Suzanne Higgins
Eugene and Joan Howard
Ted and Nancy Hussey

Ms. Bonnie L. Ideal

Dr. & Mrs. Menard Thnen

Dr. & Mrs. Ray E. Johnson

Dr. & Mrs. T. Scott Key

Mr. and Mrs. F. Hamilton Kuhlke
Dr. & Mrs. Malcolm N. Luxenberg
Pat Lynch-Hayes

Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Mansfield
Anna Marks

Jackie and Matt Maryak

Gegie and Bob McCrary

Teresa McVeigh

Ms. Bettie and Mr. Mark Moffatt
Sallie Manning and Rick Herring
Brian and Neita Mulherin

Tim and Marie Nelken

Diane Nguyen-Weeks

The Niland-Overstreet Family

INDIVIDUAL $35

Marcia Garrett

Liz Goodson

Liz Goodson

Judith E. Gordon

Chastity Hamilton

John Harbour

Shirley A. Hermitage

Ms. Nancy W. Hunter
Michael and Elizabeth Joiner
Mrs. Marion Phinizy Jones
Mrs. Ann G. Kilpatrick
Mrs. Lind Leonard

Clyde and BJ Lester

Linda L. Lorick

Mrs. Katharine Phinizy Mackie
Cleave Malcolm

Mr. Gerald F. Merz

Sue Metcalf

Catherine C. Mitchell

Debbie Myers

Elizabeth S. Peacock

Drs. Shawn & Meghan Rosenquist
Ms. Rebecca Rule

Ms. Rebecca Rule
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John and Karyn Nixon

Catherine Cashin Nohe

Dr. & Mrs. John H. Oliver

Glen and Carla Owen

Glen and Christie Owen

Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Owens

Dr. & Mrs. Peter M. Payne, M.D.
Col. (Ret.) & Mrs. Homer C. Pickens Jr.
Ms. Whitney B. Pickett

Marcy and Tony Prestifilippo
Bob and Linda Purdy

James D. Quarles

Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Robertson
Mark and Mary Smith

Lyn and Lee Smith

Joel and Gerrie Sobel

Dr. & Mrs. William A. Speir, Jr.

Walter A. Saunders
Anne C. Sherman
Barbara Price Skinner
Jeanne Stewart

H. Lowrey Stulb
Caroline K. Tefft
Terry T. Tisdel
Dakarai Towns

Ms. Mary Porter Vann
Loren Waldo
Chenille Williams
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Corporate, Foundation, and Civic Partners

The impressive list below includes corporations, foundations, and civic groups who have partnered with the Academy since 2006. Partners are listed in their
total giving level. Please call 706-828-2109 if your company or civic group would information on becoming a corporate member of SNSA.

SUSTAINING PARTNER
($100,000+)
Augusta-Richmond County
Augusta Utilities Dept.
Columbia County
Creel-Harison Foundation
Kennecott Minerals

Knox Foundation

Morris Communications
City of North Augusta

PCS Nitrogen

Pine South, Inc.

Richmond County Board of Education

PLATINUM SPONSOR ($20.000-
99.999)

AGL Resources Foundation
Augusta Metropolitan CVB
Blanchard and Calhoun Insurance
Agency

Bonefish Grill

Cherry, Bekaert & Holland
Clemson University Foundation
Club Car, Inc.

Columbia County Board of Education
Community Foundation for the CSRA
DSM Chemicals North America, Inc.
First Bank of Georgia

Ford Dealer Alliance

Gary F. Goldring Foundation
Georgia Bank & Trust Company of
Augusta

Georgia Power Foundation

Google, Inc.

International Paper

John Deere Commercial Products
Kilpatrick Stockton LLP

Lowe's Charitable & Educational
Foundation

Morris Communications

Monsanto Fund

North Augusta Riverfront Company
The NutraSweet Company

Phoenix Printers

Porter Fleming Foundation

Potash Corp

Procter & Gamble

Ronald McDonald House Charities
Sand Hills Garden Club

Staples Foundation for Learning
SunTrust Bank Augusta, N.A.

U.S. EPA

WCHZ 95 Rock

Wells Fargo Bank

GOLD SPONSOR
($10,000-19.999)

Accudata Mailing Solutions
Arby's

Comcast Communications
E-Z-GO

GA DNR

Kimberly-Clark

Merry Land Investment Co.
Meybohm Realty, Inc.

The Nature Conservancy
Olin Corporation

OMI

Osbon & Associates
Portable Services

Porter Fleming Foundation
Ronald McDonald House

Storey Foundation, Inc.
Wild Birds Unlimited

SPONSOR (55.000-9.999)
American Wilderness Outfitters Ltd.
ATC Development Corporation
The Augusta Chronicle

Augusta Presstech

Bank of America

BellSouth

Cranston Engineering Group
CSRA Brochure Dist.

Cytec Specialty Chemicals

Dial Cordy and Assoc.

DSM Chemicals

Eugene E. Stone IV Foundation
FPL Foods

Georgia Pacific Corrugated, LLC
Howard Lumber Company

HRP Nursing Service, Inc.

Hull Storey Gibson Companies LLC
Insights

Landscape Contractors

Lanier Worldwide, Inc.

Lewis & Babcock, L.L.P.
Macuch Steel Products

Master Pontiac Buick GMC, Inc.
MAU, Inc.

Meybohm Realty, Inc.

Monsanto Fund

North Augusta Riverfront

Osbon and Associates

Outdoor Lighting Perspectives
Patricia S. McGee Foundation Inc.
Pollock Company

Potash Corp

Procter & Gamble

Publix Supermarkets

Ranco Tent Rentals

Rivers and Glen Trading Co., Inc.
Sam's Club

Sig Cox, Inc.

United Way of the CSRA

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Wooden Features

WRDW-TV News 12

BENEFACTOR

($2500-4,999)

A. B. Beverage Co., Inc.

Aiken Administrative- Area One
Augusta First Bank & Trust
Augusta Iron & Steel Works, Inc.
Augusta Regional Airport

Augusta State University

Beasley Broadcasting

Boral Bricks

Bricko Farms

Broadway Tackle & Canoe Rentals
Caris Foundation

The Carpet Shop

Coleman Associates

CSRA Girl Scouts

Eli Lilly - Elanco ATCenter
Episcopal Day School

GIW Industries, Inc.

Gwen Fulcher Young & Associates
Real Estate Co.

Jim Hudson Lexus

Martin Marietta Aggregates

Nixon & Harris Forestry Consultants
PQ Corporation

Rae's Coastal Cafe

Red Wolf, Inc.

Sea Georgia Adventures

Serotta Maddocks Evans & Co.
Shaw's Sunshine Gardens

Solvay Advanced Polymers, LLC
The Village Deli

Wal-Mart Foundation

WNRR News Radio 1230

PATRON ($1000-2499)
Advanced Services

Aiken Junior Woman's Club
American Audio Visual

Andy Jordan's Bicycle Warehouse
Augusta-Aiken Audubon Society
Augusta Information Technologies,
LLC

Augusta Magazine

Bank of America

The Boston Foundation
Bridgestone/Firestone

Captain Planet Foundation

Center for Pediatric Dentistry
Dixie Ice & Coal, Inc.

Doc Savage Heating & Air Condition-
ing

Dorothy Mustin Buttolph Foundation
Dye's Southern Catering

Edward Jones

Fairfax Company of North Augusta
Fairway Ford

FASTSIGNS

GE Foundation

General Chemical

Green Thumb West

Heavenly Ham

Hull Storey Retail Group

Luker, Inc.

Mossy Oak Properties of Augusta,
Inc.

Nicholson Revell LLP

Our Lady of Peace

Paine College

The Partridge Inn

Queensborough National Bank &
Trust Company

Regions Bank

Resource Management, LLC

R. W. Allen, LLC

Sand Hills Garden Club

Savannah River Ecology Laboratory
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions
Solvay Advanced Polymers

Tile Center

Travelers Property Casualty Agency
U.S. Fish and Wildlife

U.S. Equipment, Inc.

University Health Care System
Vagovic Heating & Air Conditioning
Vogtle Electric Plant

Woodhurst Architecture

Xytex International

SUPPORTER ($500-999)

Aiken Housing Authority

Alternative Construction &
Environmental

Augusta Capital, LLC

Augusta Concrete Block Company

Augusta Marriott

Augusta Minit Print
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Andy Watson Landscaping
Augusta Canal Authority
Barrett Tree Company

Bob Richards Toyota Nissan
Cherokee Rose Garden Club
Coca Cola Bottling Company
Conyers Animal Clinic
EarthFare

Energy Solutions

ET Industrial Supply Co.
ETV Endowment of S.C.
First Citizens Bank

The Fresh Market

Fuller, Frost & Assoc., CPA
Georgia Academy of Massage
Gold Mech, Inc.

Golfde L

Google Earth Outreach
Lucy Craft Laney Museum
Majestic Sportswear
Michael Johnson Photos
Rhodes Financial Services
Sparkling Image

Sports Authority

Stafford Nut and Bolt
Stallion Tree Professionals, Inc.
Stanton L. Cassels, CPA
Sticky Fingers Catering
Tastefully Yours

The Travel Store
VoiceConnect Inc.

ZEL Engineers

ASSOCIATE ($100-499)

Augusta Metro Federal Credit Union
Barberitos

Bizz Books

Central Savannah River Land Trust
Columbia County Retired Educators
Cool Delights

CSRA Flyfishers Association
Dippin' Dots

Eulalie Salley & Co.

Fidelis Theta of ADK

Food Lion

GA Academy of Massage

Ghann's Cricket Farm

Golden Ray Farms

Historic Augusta, Inc.

Mary Pauline Gallery

MCG Sports Medicine

Modern Welding of GA

Monkey Joe's

Outdoor Equipment

Palmetto Industries

Publix Supermarkets

Starbucks

Trophy & Gift Center

NONPROFIT ($50)
Azalea Garden Club

Aiken Horticulture Club
All Seasons Garden Club
AmeriCorps Force Program
City of Aiken

Green Court Garden Club
Greenbrier Garden Club
McCormick Garden Club
G Faculty & Spouses



Spring 2012

To register for events or for more information, call 706-828-2109.
All events are at Phinizy Swamp Nature Park: 1858 Lock & Dam Road, Augusta, GA 30906 unless otherwise noted.

Waterfowl Walk

February 4 « 9:00-Noon

Join us for the fun guided walk
through Phinizy Swamp Nature
Park. This will be a
driving/walking tour of the
park. If you have always
wanted to see the back of the
park but don’t want to walk that
far, this is the tour for you.
Open to novice through
advanced birders. A great
family outing.

Your $5 donation goes to
support Phinizy Swamp Nature
Park, a global designated
Important Bird Area.

Nature Book Swap & Shop
February 4 « 10:00-4:00
While you’re at the park for
Swamp Saturday or the
Waterfowl Walk, make sure to

stop by the Visitor’s Center to
peruse our selection of nature
and science books. All books
are $1 or bring a nature or
science book in good condition
from your home to swap.

Sweetheart Bike Ride ¢
February 12 ¢ 2:00-4:00 pm
Join us and staff from Andy
Jordan's Bicycle Warehouse for
this bike tour through the park
at a leisurely pace-a great
activity to enjoy with your
sweetheart, friends or family.
Adults should accompany
children under the age of 12.
Helmets required.

Academy members: $6; non-
members: $10

Georgia Master Naturalist
10 Weeks Starting March 15
This program is especially
geared to people wishing to be
more informed about habitats,
natural resources and the
natural environments of our
state. To be a naturalist is a life
long goal where learning never
stops. See page 4 for details!

Swamp Stomp 5k

April 21 « 8:00 am

Don’t miss the 11th annual

5K at Phinizy Swamp Nature
Park! It is one of Georgia-
Carolina’s most scenic races!
Course is distinctively different
from the 10K! Call 706-828-
2109 to sign up, or register
online at www.active.com.

Swamp Saturdays at 9:30am
February 4, March 3,

April 7, May 5

The Academy’s trained
volunteers lead free 2%-mile,
1%-hour hikes through the
Nature Park every month.
Don’t miss a walk past
wetlands and swamps, over
picturesque trails, and scenic
outlooks. Please call 706-828-
2109 in advance for groups.

Earth Day 2012

April 21 « Time TBD

Stay tuned for more
information about the
Academy’s 2012 Earth Day
celebration. The event will
focus on water quality issues.
Watch the next issue of
Academy Notes for details.

Please visit www.naturalsciencesacademy.org for the most up-to-date news and events.

As part of our ongoing effort to lessen our environmental footprint, this newsletter will be
distributed primarily by email. Please call 706-828-2109 if you or someone you know would like
to receive a hard copy.

Interested in Naming Opportunities?

Call the Academy Office
at 706-828-2109 for information on Park
Benches,
Adopt-a-Trees, and Kiosks

Become a Member
or Corporate Partner Today!

o Dish washer

. updating.
;e 4’ and 6’ ladders

ie  Clothes washer and dryer

ie  Christmas decorations

‘e Radio communication system for the nature
. park and field research.

ie  Updated computers for administration,

. education and research.

ie  Flag pole for the campus.

‘e Replacement vehicle for research.

‘e Updated phone system for the campus.

‘e Technical assistance for website design



